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As you may be aware, our school has been experiencing challenges in our transportation system.
As part of these challenges, three of our transportation employees have, or will be, ending their
service with us. The resignation of long service employees is an undeniable indicator of strain in
our organization and we are deeply saddened by these events. Part of our response to this situation is to call for a full review of our transportation standards and procedures. We will be arranging for an external audit to examine every aspect of transportation: safety, efficiency, prudent conduct, and best practices. The most sacred ground in running a rural school division is
the safe transportation of students; it is our biggest exposure and one which we take very seriously. We are a small system operating in a harsh environment with limited resources and limited fall back options; therefore we must operate with the absolute highest standard. We will not
compromise, especially in the area of safety protocols. We need to know, and be able to prove,
that our system is living up to these ideals.
Thank you for your support and feedback during this time. It was notable that without fail each
expression of concern was also an expression of love for our school and a desire to see it succeed
on all fronts. We recognize that people want our system to work well and are looking for ways
to help us achieve that. This contributes to our continued strength, in spite of difficulty. We are
committed to doing everything possible to live up to your trust.
As far as daily operations, regular and spare drivers are in place for each of the routes, plans are
being developed for provisional coverage of the responsibilities of the transportation director,
and ads are being posted for the vacant positions. We thank you for your patience during this
transitional period.
Thank you to all who were able to attend the Valhalla School Foundation AGM on March 13. In
addition to the required general membership meeting agenda items, we appreciated the reports
on the wonderful work of the School Council and the Ski Hill committee, as well as Mrs.
Mumert’s very interesting presentation on our Reading Mastery Program and Mr. Mumert’s encouraging news regarding the enrolment of 15 students in Kindergarten for next fall. Returning
directors, Brenda Kjemhus, John Moutray and I, were acclaimed for new 3 year terms, and
Tracy Campbell, was acclaimed to the remaining 2 years of the term that she has been filling in
the interim. Thank you to each of these dedicated people for their willingness to carry on in
these positions. In addition, I would like to extend my gratitude to the board as a whole for all of
their work through the year. Board work is not always visible to everyone, however this oversight is essential to the functioning of the school and our directors strive to make sound decisions, with the best interests of our students as priority.
Although it still looks like winter, spring is getting closer and we are certainly looking forward
to the refreshment that will bring. We wish all of our stakeholders a wonderful spring break and
as always, if there are any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact us.
Jolene Kochendorfer, Chair

Page 2

Valhalla Community School

Transportation Announcement
We have recently accepted the resignations of two of our bus drivers, and are in
the process of hiring new drivers to take over these routes. In the meantime, we
have substitute drivers in place and our kids continue to be transported back and
forth to school in a safe and efficient manner. Our thanks go out to Vicki Leman
and Pat Moutray for their long-term and significant contributions to getting our
kids safely to and from school over the past several years.
Our Transportation Director will also be moving on, and we thank him as well
for his contributions to our school. We have plans to cover all responsibilities
and feel that the school will continue to be well-served by the staff that is in
place, as we move forward in providing parents and students with a transportation system that is safe, effective and efficient.
John Picard, Superintendent

Valhalla’s Got Talent
Coming April 17, 2014 to Valhalla Community School: Valhalla ’ s Got Talent!

On Thursday, April 17th VCS students
will have the opportunity to showcase
their amazing talents to classmates
and community guests. If you have a
unique talent and would like to show
it off to the school, sign up at the office by Friday, March 27th. Talents
may involve singing, dancing, playing
an instrument or a comedy routine,
although the possibilities are endless!
Please talk to Mr. Heikel with any
questions. There will be a consent
form for parents to sign and all performances must be approved by Mr.
Heikel. We look forward to seeing all
of your amazing talents and creativity!

Badminton Begins!
Junior High Badminton
starts Wednesday, March 12, 3:455pm. Sign up and pick up consent
forms at the office.

Upcoming Events
March 21, 2014
Extra Kindergarten Day
March 25, 2014
Nitehawk Ski Trip
March 28, 2014
Day off in Lieu of PTI
No School
March 29 to April 6, 2014
Spring Break
April 7, 2014
Classes Resume

Advance Notice!
Coming April 16, 2014!
Valhalla Community School
Grade 7 Class

Presents:

Romeo & Juliet
An evening performance of
the classic
Shakespeare
play!
(more details to come!)
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Nitehawk Ski Trip
The ski/snowboard trip to Nitehawk has been rescheduled for Tuesday March 25th. If your child is participating and has their own equipment, arrangements need to be made to have it dropped off/picked up at the
school by a parent. Skis and snowboards cannot be transported on the school bus. Remember to bring proper
winter clothing, lunch and water. There will be a concession available for food as well, if you wish to use the
concession please bring money. If your child is not attending the field trip, please send them to school. This
will be a regular school day.

Spring Lake Ski Hill
It is looking like we might get one more weekend at the ski hill!! The forecast has colder weather and
snow... so here’s hoping! If we are open or closed in will be posted on our Facebook page Saturday morning. If we open this will be the last chance to come and check us out for the season. Contact Anna @ 780897-2055 for more information. Support your school and have fun doing it!

CTBS Testing Ongoing!
VCS students are currently participating in testing using the Canadian Test of Basic Skills. This testing
is a requirement of our charter, the purpose being to measure our students’ academic progress to monitor the effectiveness of the school’s charter program.
Please help us by making sure students are in attendance at school during this period and encourage
them to give their best effort on these tests!

Registration Week

Valhalla
Community Library
News

Administration has given a lot of thought into ways to strengthen the relationship between the school and our families. We want to be more intentional about working with
families and having parents involved and active in the school.

Hours of Operation:

Again this spring, we will be hosting a Registration Week. From April 22 to April 25,
we will ask parents to book one evening appointment at the school to come in and complete the registration process for next year. From 4pm to 8pm each evening, bookings
for 30 minute time slots will be available. Call the school office to book your appointment.

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

10 - 4 pm
10 - 5 pm
10 - 8 pm
10 - 5 pm
Closed

Win a free family meal from your School Council!
A large 2 topping pizza from Anna’s Pizza, just for reading our newsletter!
Sign this slip, have your child return it to the office draw box.
Winner will be drawn at next month’s assembly! Students Name ______________________
Parent`s Signature ____________________
School Council Question…. Are you aware of the New School Registration Process?
□ Yes I am aware of the school registration process

□ No I Do Not aware of the school registration process

Comments______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Valhalla Community School
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VCS Youth of the Week!
Lucas Vig is a grade 4 student at Valhalla Community School. Because he is a hard worker, a kind
and caring individual and an responsible student, he
is being recognized Student of the Week. He is a
great example of what excellent citizenship looks
like, often demonstrating his kind nature and helpfulness to students and staff alike. His diligence has
contributed to much academic success and we are
proud to be able to recognize him in this way!

By Cassie

By Agatha

