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April 5 2016

Registration Week April 18,19,20
Administration has given a lot of thought into ways to strengthen the relationship
between the school and our families. We want to be more intentional about working with families and having parents involved and active in the school.
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Check out the
Valhalla Community Charter
School

Again this spring, we will be hosting a 2016/2017 Registration Week for our students. From April 18 to April 20, we will ask parents to book one evening appointment at the school to come in and complete the registration process for
2016/2017 school year. From 4pm to 8pm each evening, bookings for 30 minute
time slots will be available. Please bring birth certificates or Canadian citizenship
documents with you. We also need to know your legal land description or town /
county address. School fees are due at this time to complete registration.
Once all our existing families have registered (by April 20), the school will be considering wait list students for any class spaces that remain available.
Call the school office to book your appointment! If the school does not hear
from you we will be contacting you to arrange a time. Registration must be
completed by April 20, 2016.

School Council Meeting
Due to unforeseen circumstances we will have to reschedule the
meeting that was scheduled for tonight April 5th. This was the
meeting we had asked the grade 6 students to attend. We will
reschedule their attendance to a later meeting. We apologize for
any inconvenience this may have caused.

Valhalla Community School
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Attention Parents of
Grade 4 and 5 Students
We holding a meeting this
afternoon at 5:30pm for our
Grade 5/6 trip to Palisades
Jasper next June 2017.
Information about trip
costs, itinerary and transportation will be topics of
discussion. Please plan to
attend!

Badminton

Upcoming

Junior High Badminton have begun! Practices are
Events
at noon hour on Tuesdays and Thursdays or FriApril 5 , 5:30 pm—Grade 4/5 Pallisades
days. Contact Mr. Heikel or Miss Lewis if you
(Jasper) meeting
have any questions.

School Spirit Days
Our next school spirit day is
April 12 - Hippie day
Dress up and show your school spirit

Grade 9 Farewell
Meeting

April 7, 5;30pm—Grade 9 Farewell
meeting

A meeting will take place on
Thursday, April 7th at 5:30pm
to plan our grade 9 farewell
event. We would like to form a
committee of parents,
students and staff to plan this
occasion. We are looking for
input to ensure this evening is
memorable and meaningful for
all. Please attend if at all
possible, we NEED to get
organized. If you have any
questions, please contact the
school.

April 15 - 1:30pm and 7pm
Missoula Theatre Performances
April 29-May 5—Quebec Trip
April 29-May 6—School Break: No
School
May 9—Grade 9 ELA Pt A PAT
May 11—Grade 6 ELA PtA PAT

Babysitting Course
There will be a babysitting course instructed by Nancy Schlauwitz on Friday, April 15. The course
will be held at the La Glace Community Library from 8:30-3:30. Bring your own lunch, snacks will be
provided. There will need be a maximum or 12 students and minimum of 5 students required for
the course to run. Cost is $30/student.
Please contact Carrie Thorson at (780) 518-1619 for questions or to reserve your spot before April
11th.
Thank you,
Carrie Thorson
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Missoula Children’s Theatre Fundraiser

Missoula Children’s Theatre is coming to VCS! They will be here from April 11th to 15th, 2016 all the
way from Missoula Montana. Students from Grades K to 9 will participate in an Aladdin themed
play. We will have an afternoon and evening performance on Friday, April 15th.
The school has begun fundraising for this event. To earn the remainder of the money to fund this event
we will be sending out Dunvegan Bedding Plant coupons this week for each student to sell.

This is how the fundraiser will work:
Each student will receive $80 worth of coupons to be responsible for. Coupon denominations are $10, $20 and $50. Extra coupons are available at the school office by request. All
tickets will have to be sold or if unable to sell be returned to the school. Money and unsold tickets must be returned to the school by April 15th.
Important information that must be shared with each customer purchasing a coupon:


Redeemed at Dunvegan Gardens, Grande Prairie AB



Expiry Date of Coupon is June 15, 2016



FOR the purchase of Annuals, Perennials, Hanging baskets and Basket Stuffers.
NOT for trees or any hard products.

If you have any questions about the fundraiser please contact the school office. Extra tickets are available in $10, $20 and $50 denomination at the school office.
Mark your calendars for the two performances Friday, April 15th @ 1:30pm and 7pm. We hope that parents, friends and community members can come and enjoy this event with our students.
Thank you for your support in helping bring Missoula Theatre to our students!

February 19, 2016

Dear Parents of Valhalla School students:
Frequently I have discussions with parents, students and staff about ways to make partnership between the
school and the family more effective and to help our students achieve their very best. One common comment
from parents is, “I don’t know what to have my child do to study better”. Another frequent exchange is that
parents ask their child, “What do you have for homework?” When the student says “nothing”, the conversation
ends and the assumption is that then nothing more needs to be done. Often students may not have homework
assignments due the next day as many assignments can be completed at school.
If students are to achieve their best though, excellent study habits and self-discipline must be developed. Here
at the school teachers are always looking for ways to improve our students’ experience and learning. I know
that as parents, you are also keenly interested in this quest. You’ve all agreed with the school that “It is our
role as parents to provide a distraction-free space and to monitor and supervise our child’s homework assignments.” (Parent and Student Commitment Form)
May I make a couple of suggestions?
1. Let’s call it “Study Time”, not “homework time”. It should be a regular, set time each day where students sit
quietly and study, perhaps 10-15 minutes for grades1-4, and 20-40 minutes for older students.
2. If urgent assignments need doing prioritize them, but let’s designate one day each week to study each core
subject. Ask your child to bring home study materials for the appropriate day. So if they say they have no
homework, the response would be, “Great”, then let’s review your Social Studies notes from the past week,
because today is Social Studies day!”
A possible schedule could be: Monday-LA, Tuesday-Math, Wednesday-Science, Thursday-Social, FridayFrench.
3. For our part, the school can develop study suggestions for each subject to help parents with good study ideas
when students don’t know what to do with the last ten minutes of study time.
I’m attaching an interesting article about these ideas that was written by a teacher. Let’s make our partnership
in your children’s education more intentional. Let’s help them achieve their best and develop habits and disciplines which will benefit them for life!

Steve Mumert,
Principal, Valhalla Community School

Fill Up the Hour
Whenever I meet families at parent-teacher-student conferences, it’s surprising how certain conversations
seem to repeat themselves. The one that plays out most frequently goes like this:
Me:
On average, how much time do you spend on homework each day?
Student:
It depends …
“It depends” is a secret code word in student language. It usually means:
I do the assignments that are due tomorrow, and as soon as I’m done, I go do something else.
Our students are clever, so they can usually translate it even further:
If I can get the assignments done faster, I can have extra time for myself.
So the final translation of “It depends” looks like this:
I’m getting my homework done as fast as I can. “It depends” means no more than twenty minutes
unless there’s a project.
When our students are thinking this way, you can understand why:
 many students make careless mistakes, and don’t fix them
students don’t study effectively for tests
For the past several years, I’ve been recommending a study strategy, developed primarily by my former partner teacher Rachel Bradley. It’s called “Fill Up the Hour”. The idea comes from our student agenda, which
states that on average, grade 7 students should have between 60 and 75 minutes of homework each day.
It works like this:
1. The student and the adult who supervises her/his homework discuss the need for regular homework time.
This includes completion of assignments and study time.
2. The student and the adult agree on a one-hour period each day that will be uninterrupted homework time.
Preferably this will happen at the same time every day, in a location that will be supervised and free of distractions.
The supervisor ensures that the student remains in her/his seat for a full hour.
That’s it. Not very complicated.
For the first few days, the student may not like this arrangement. It will feel very uncomfortable. The student
may not know what to do for the entire hour, or s/he may try to get out of it. The supervisor will have to be
firm about this expectation.
But as the student gets used to the idea that there is no free time for finishing early, s/he may become open to
trying some work and study habits that will lead to increased success.
If I have to be in this chair for an hour anyway, maybe I can
check over my work to fix careless errors
do corrections on the quiz, so I’ll be more ready for the exam
read my notes or practice vocabulary, so I don’t have to cram the day before the test
ask about this part that I really didn’t understand
read ahead in the novel so I’ll be prepared for the discussion
I would welcome comments about this technique. Let me hear how it works for you!

