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February 7, 2017

Speech Competitions Coming!
Students in all grades are preparing for the VCS annual speech competition. The competition will be held on February 24, 2017.
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Preliminary competition will be held during school hours in class. Winners in each competition level will advance to a finals speak-off which will be held on the evening of February
24.
All students will do an age appropriate public speaking activity in class. The best of these
will present their efforts at the Feb.24 evening event.
While students will be given some time in school to work on their written and impromptu
speeches, they will need to spend some time at home working on them as well to achieve
their best effort.
Thank you to those who have volunteered to help.
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Every year Alberta Education seeks information from students, teachers and parents
about how their education experience is going. This is done through surveys. Students
and teachers participate in on-line surveys at school.
The parent survey is scheduled to be fielded in January. So please check your mailboxes.
These surveys are mailed from Alberta Education and returned directly to Alberta Education. The parent survey in small schools (fewer than 120 students in grades 4-12) includes parents of all students in grades 4 and above.
The more parents who participate in the survey, the more accurate the information is, so
we encourage parents to complete and return the surveys as soon as possible once
they’ve been received.
If you are not certain about some of the questions on the survey please
contact the school and we can help inform you what we are doing here

PE News!
PE classes will be doing a skating unit (K-9) in February. Dates for skating will be Feb 13—16 . This
is a mandatory unit for all students to participate in. Students will need to bring skates and a helmet
(any kind of helmet will do) for all sessions. The school has some extra hockey helmets but no skates. If
your son/daughter does not have skates, please try to beg, borrow or buy some. We will also need parent helpers to volunteer to help tie skates. Please have the consent forms and $5 fee per student returned to the office by
Friday, February 10th. If you can help come and tie skates contact Anna at the school office so we know to expect you.
The skating schedule is as follows Monday, February 13th to Thursday, February 16th.
9:45am- 10:30am, Grades 7/8/9
11:05am - 12:05pm, Grades K/1/2
1:15pm - 2:15pm, Grade 3/4
2:30pm - 3:30pm, Grades 5/6
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Valhalla Community School

Annual General Meeting
The Valhalla School Foundation Annual General Meeting will
be held on Thursday, March 16, 2017 @ 7pm in the Viking
Room at the school. If you are a parent or guardian of a child in our
school you are a member of the VSF. Interested individuals from the
community are welcome to become members by signing
a Declaration of Understanding, which will be available at the AGM.

Our bylaws limit directors to 3 successive terms of 3 years, so
for that reason, 2 directors, Brenda Kjemhus and Jolene Kochendorfer, will be stepping down as of the AGM and candidates are being sought for these 2 positions. Judy Hauger,
who is coming to the end of her first term, will be deciding
whether to let her name stand for another term. Thank you to
all of our directors for their continued volunteer work for the
school.

Events
February 7-10
Missoula Theatre
February 10
Missoula Theatre Performance
February 13
School Council Meeting
7pm @VCS
February 23
VSF Board Meeting
6pm
February 24
Public Speaking Competition—7pm
February 17
CSW, No School
February 20
Family Day—no school
March 7
Spelling Bee
12:45pm—Assembly

School Spirit Days
Missoula Children’s Theatre is at VCS!
They will be here all this week all the way
from Missoula Montana. Students from
Grades K to 9 will participate in a Treasure
Island themed play. We will have an afternoon performance at 1:30pm and evening performance at 7pm on Friday, February 10. If
anyone is interested in helping supporting
this program please contact the school. We
hope family, friends and community members
can come and enjoy. Mark your calendars!

Upcoming School Spirit Days:
February 25 - Anime or Favorite Movie
Character Day
March 8—Nerd Day

Dress up and show your school spirit. Every
time a student participates in a school spirit
day their name is entered to win a grand
prize of gift cards movie passes and candy
valued at $100 . The winner is announced at
our year end assembly.

CHARTER BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
Last year, at this time, I reported that Alberta Education’s mid-term evaluation of our school was in process. After a
favourable assessment, we are now working on the requirements and recommendations which were laid out for us to
fulfill as part of our charter renewal application which will be due by Dec. 2017. This work involves a review of our
charter, which is being led by our Strategic Planning Committee. One of the priorities identified by the Charter Board,
is that everyone involved in our school will understand and embrace the vision of our charter, so we will be using this
review process as an opportunity to seek input from you, as stakeholders in our school.
In accordance with our bylaws, the VSF Annual General Meeting will be held on Thurs., March 16, 2017 @ 7pm in
the Viking Room at the school. Parents/guardians of children in our school are automatically members of the VSF.
Interested community supporters can become members by signing a Declaration of Understanding, which will be
available at the AGM. Please contact any of the board members, if you would like more information about membership. As always, the AGM involves the election of directors: Our bylaws limit directors to 3 successive terms of 3
years, so for that reason, 2 directors, Brenda Kjemhus and I, will be stepping down as of the AGM, so candidates are
being sought for these positions. Judy Hauger, who is coming to the end of her first term, will be deciding whether to
let her name stand for another term. Thank you to all of the directors for their willingness to volunteer their time to the
board’s work. We appreciate their participation.
For any of these positions, interested individuals who are: 18 years of age or older, a parent/guardian of a child attending the VCS or a community member who is supportive of the mission of the VCS, are able to let their names stand for
election to a 3 year term as a charter board director. Staff currently employed by the VCS may not be a director. For
more information, potential nominees can find our charter and bylaws on our website
(www.valhallacommunityschool.ca), or copies can be picked up at the office. In addition, The VSF Director Nomination Profile Agreement is also posted and needs to be signed by anyone entering his or her name as a nominee and returned to the school office before the AGM.
I would like to thank each one of you for your support and involvement in our Charter Public School. We are honoured
to offer our students an education grounded in whole group direct instruction, incorporating mandatory second language and student leadership development. We are proud to be the first to create the opportunity for students to have
the freedom to choose a research informed Charter Public School education in rural northern Alberta. Our dedicated
staff is continually advancing in their ability to carry out our vision of equipping our students with both knowledge and
skills that will enable them to make positive contributions at their future places of employment, as well as in the communities or groups with which they choose to associate. In addition, our excellent parent involvement, together with
tremendous community support, help make our school a special place. Our board is committed to the continued efficient, accountable use of the tax dollars entrusted to us, so that we have the resources available to meet our goals of
producing students who are excellent communicators and preparing students for community involvement and leadership. We are grateful to be a part of the only provincial education system that allows equality for every child by providing charter public school choice.
Our next regular charter board meeting is Feb. 23, 6-9 p.m. in the Valhalla Room. Interested individuals are welcome to attend. We really enjoyed the student and parent visitors at our January meeting
and encourage others to attend. Our meetings are open, with occasional items that require us to move
in camera. At those times, guests are simply excused for the duration of the discussion and then welcomed back when that subject is finished.
We look forward to seeing you at the Missoula Theatre Performance Feb.10!
Jolene Kochendorfer
Charter Board of Directors: Jolene Kochendorfer (Chair), Judy Hauger (Vice-Chair), Tracy Campbell,
Brenda Kjemhus, Brandie Skaksen, Donna Steyer, Nancy Westad

It’s Time for
Kindergarten
Registration!
Kindergarten registrations are now being accepted at Valhalla Community School!

Orientation will be held on March 20, 6-7pm in the Kindergarten room.
Valhalla Community School welcomes all children to a safe and nurturing learning environment that respects the uniqueness
of each child. We take pride in helping students learn and explore while they build relationships that are based on respect,
honesty and integrity. As a public Charter School, our students not only learn the skills they need to excel academically,
but they also develop the qualities that will allow them to become confident, compassionate citizens of the future. Kindergarten lays the foundation for future success – both in the classroom and in life. At Valhalla Community School, we work to
create a learning experience that recognizes children’s individual strengths and encourages their natural inquisitiveness,
while preparing them for academic success through our Direct Instruction program
Please note: to register for Kindergarten, children must be 5 years old as of December 31, 2017
Please make sure to bring your student’s birth certificate and legal land description and county rural address or
street address if in town.
We invite you to call or visit the Valhalla Community School to learn more about our exceptional Charter School program,
outstanding teachers and unique learning opportunity. See why so many parents are choosing Valhalla!

To register your child for kindergarten, please call Valhalla Community School

780-356-2370.

Registration Week April 10, 11, 12
Administration has given a lot of thought into ways to strengthen the relationship between the school and our
families. We want to be more intentional about working with families and having parents involved and active
in the school.
Again this spring, we will be hosting a 2017/2018 Registration Week for our students. From April 10 to April
12, we will ask parents to book one evening appointment at the school to come in and complete the registration process for 2016/2017 school year. From 4pm to 8pm each evening, bookings for 30 minute time slots
will be available. Please bring birth certificates or Canadian citizenship documents with you. We also need to
know your legal land description or town /county address. School fees are due at this time to complete registration.
Once all our existing families have registered (by April 12), the school will be considering wait list students for
any class spaces that remain available.
Call the school office to book your appointment! If the school does not hear from you we will be contacting you to arrange a time. Registration must be completed by April 20, 2016.

BEAVERLODGE AND AREA MINOR SOCCER

Soccer Registration 2017 Season

SOCCER UPDATE!
March 14th and 28th are registration night. 6:30-8:30
At the Neighbourhood Resource Centre in Beaverlodge
Don’t miss out on soccer. Tuesday the 28th is the last chance to join.
Games will be played Mondays and Wednesdays starting
May 1st at 6:30.
Children born from 2002-2014 can participate. Cost is $70
($50 for those under 4.)
Help with registration fees is available through kidsport.ca
More details at beaverlodgesoccer.com
To continue are fundraising please bring a bag of empties to
registration night!!!!!!
Junior High Art

